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BACKGROUND
ICAR-SIMIT launches an open Call to select research projects that aim to address some of the main health challenges cur-
rently faced and best reflect ICAR themes. 

The fundamental aim of this Call is to foster groundbreaking and relevant research projects that lead to the advancement of 
knowledge and offer solutions related to some of the most significant health problems linked to HIV/AIDS. ICAR-SIMIT seeks 
research projects of scientific excellence in their field, with great potential value and a high social impact and encourages 
applicants to present projects with an innovative focus that transcend the boundaries between different areas of research, 
aimed at new and emerging research fields and/or including unconventional approaches to health problems too.

TIMELINE

ELIGIBILITY
Eligible proposals for this call must be led by non-profit research organizations based in Italy. The participatory research 
submitted under this call should ensure the joint involvement of both researchers and representatives of people living with 
HIV, fostering a truly collaborative and equitable partnership between the scientific community and the patient community.

These organizations can play a key role in research design, ensuring that the study questions are meaningful and relevant 
from the perspective of people living with HIV. Furthermore, they may also support data collection for PROs, contributing to 
a more patient-centered approach in research.

Proposals must be submitted in one of the following HIV Thematic Areas:
•	 Clinical management  
•	 Comorbidities (metabolic, CNS, aging)
•	 Epidemiology
•	 HIV cure
•	 Prevention and PrEP
•	 Quality of life of PWH
•	 Screening and testing HIV, Hepatitis and STIs
•	 STIs, Sexually Transmitted Infections
•	 Vulnerable populations (migrants, sexworkers, PWUD, coinfected, transgender)
•	 Vaccines
•	 Virology and pharmacology
•	 Women HIV+ (pregnancy, breastfeeding, menopause)

Proposals must be interdisciplinary and clearly demonstrate the potential impact on disease outcome and prevention, as 
well as the added value of the multidisciplinary collaboration. In order to achieve these goals, the necessary expertise and 
resources should be brought together from academia, clinical/public health sector (e.g. primary and specialized healthcare 
professionals) and patients’ communities. The individual project partners within a joint application should complement 
each other. The proposed work should contain novel and ambitious ideas and promote innovative  project management 
solutions moving from scientific value to patient benefits (including analyses of applicability to medical care in terms of 
money, time, resources and technical feasibility, etc.) and ensure an adequate analysis of the emerging ethical and legal 
aspects related to the research, e.g. data sharing and protection of privacy.
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 Applicants are strongly encouraged to integrate sex and gender considerations, as well as under-represented popula-
tions (e.g. ethnic minorities), or underrepresented patient sub-groups, e.g. children or elderly, as well as social componen-
ts, e.g. different economic, educational backgrounds.  

Research proposals may be submitted by applicants belonging to an entity according to the following categories: 

A. 	Academia (research teams working in universities) or research institutes; 

B. 	 Clinical/public health sector (research teams working in hospitals/public health and/or other healthcare settings and 
health organisations). Participation of medical doctors, nurses, pharmacists in the research teams is encouraged; 

C.	 Third-sector non-profit organisations, e.g. foundations, associations of people with HIV

Applications to this call are strongly encouraged to include partners from different categories (A, B and C) in line with the 
crosscutting/multidisciplinary nature of the call, where the aim is to include partners at different levels in the value chain. 
The number of participants, the category of partner organisations and their research contribution should be appropriate 
for the aims of the call, the aims of the research project and should be reasonably balanced. Each collaborative project 
should represent the critical mass necessary to achieve the ambitious scientific goals and should clearly demonstrate the 
added value for the cooperation.

PROPOSALS EVALUATION
Proposals will be evaluated by each member of the ICAR Governing Board, with the contribution from the Presidents of the 
following Scientific Societies:

•	 EATG: Prof. Daniela Rojas Castro
•	 EACS: Prof. Miłosz Parczewski
•	 SIMIT: Prof. Roberto Parrella
•	 ICAR: Prof. Antonella Castagna
All evaluators will review the proposals to ensure compliance with the formal criteria of the call. They will also complete a 
written evaluation form, assigning scores and comments based on the evaluation criteria outlined below.

EVALUATION CRITERIA  

Scoring system: 
0: Failure. The proposal fails to address the criterion or cannot be assessed due to missing or incomplete information. 
1: Poor. The criterion is inadequately addressed, or there are serious inherent weaknesses. 
2: Fair. The proposal broadly addresses the criteria, but there are significant weaknesses. 
3: Good. The proposal addresses the criterion well, but a number of shortcomings are present. 
4: Very Good. The proposal addresses the criterion very well, but a small number of shortcomings are present. 
5: Excellent. The proposal successfully addresses all relevant aspects of the criterion. Any shortcomings are minor. 

Evaluation scores will be awarded for the three main criteria, 1) Excellence, 2) Quality and efficiency of the implementation, 
3) Impact and each as a whole, and not separately for the different aspects listed below the criteria. A scoring system from 
0 to 5 will be used to evaluate the proposal’s performance with respect to the different evaluation criteria. The three criteria 
are weighed equally and the maximum total score for the three evaluation criteria that can be achieved is 15 points. 

1. Excellence: 
a. 	 Clarity and pertinence of the project’s objectives and them fitting to the scope of the call, and the extent to which the 

proposed work is ambitious, and goes beyond the state-of-the-art (including innovative potential of the research); 
b. 	 Soundness of the proposed methodology, including the underlying concepts, models, assumptions, multidisciplinary 

and intersectoral approaches; 
c. 	 Appropriate consideration of the gender dimension, underrepresented populations, or specific sub-groups in resear-

ch and innovation content; 
d. 	 Consideration of sex aspects and underrepresented populations in research teams, if applicable; 
e. 	 Quality of open science practices including sharing and management of research outputs and engagement of patients 

or patient representatives, civil society and other concerned stakeholders where appropriate. 
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2. Quality and efficiency of the implementation: 

a.	 Quality and effectiveness of the work plan (including adequacy of the time schedule) and appropriateness of the effort 
assigned to work packages, and the resources overall; 

b.	 Capacity and role of each participant. This includes: appropriate expertise of partners responsible for proposed work 
packages (including competitiveness of participants in the field(s) and previous work supporting the proposed project 
with preliminary data); 

c.	 Interdisciplinary and intersectoral collaboration: coherent integration of suitable project partners (e.g. academia, clini-
cal/public health sector, patient representing organizations) to successfully accomplish the proposed work

d.	 The adeguate allocation of the budget, according to the activities to be developed in the Project, will be an evaluated 
criterion during the selection process too.

3. Impact: 

a. 	 Credibility of the pathways to achieve the expected outcomes and impacts specified in the call text, and the likely scale 
and significance of the contributions due to the project, also considering potential barriers and proposed mitigation 
measures; 

b. 	 Potential impact with respect to the development of personalised medicine (e.g. clinical and other health-related appli-
cations, translatability of the proposed research to practice in healthcare); 

c. 	 Suitability and quality of the measures to maximise expected outcomes and impacts as set out in the dissemination and 
exploitation plan, including communication activities; 

d. 	 Added value of the transnational collaboration; sharing of resources (registries, diagnosis, models, databases, diagno-
stic and informatics tools, etc.), platforms/ infrastructures, harmonisation of data and sharing of specific know-how. 

FINAL DECISION ON FUNDING 
Based on the ranking list and recommendations established, the ICAR-SIMIT Governing Board will select the project to be 
funded within December 2025 and announced during the 2025 SIMIT Congress. 

Consortium members of the project selected for funding must set a common scientific project start date, which will be the 
reference date for the annual progress reports and final reporting. The common scientific project start date must be stated 
in the Project Agreement which much be signed by Applicant Institution legal representative, ICAR and SIMIT Chairs. 

FUNDING
The selected project will receive from ICAR-SIMIT financial support of up to € 150.000,00 gross of taxes and duties that will 
be determined according to the administrative and tax provisions of Italian law. The net amount of funding attributed to the 
selected project may vary depending on the fiscal and tax peculiarities of the recipient.  

The grant will be awarded to the Applicant Institution which will be responsible for distributing the budget to the other par-
tners/organizations, as detailed in the Proposal submitted to this Call.

The grant will be distributed during the total duration of the Project (start-up March 2026, closure April 2027, as per timing 
highlighted in this Call), based on the budget submitted and the Agreement. The grant will be paid in three installments. Each 
payment will be made within 60 days from receipt of the corresponding payment request which shall be submitted by the 
Applicant Institution in accordance with the following schedule: 

(i)	 a first payment for a maximum of 30% of the grant following signing of the Agreement and Project start-up, March 
2026; 

(ii)	 a second payment of a maximum of 40% of the grant after the interim report and economic reporting of costs incurred 
and/or committed have been submitted at 6 months from the start, September 2026 and 

(iii)	 a third payment corresponding to the remainder of the grant 30%, after validation of the final report, final reporting of 
costs incurred, April 2027 and results presentation at ICAR, May 2027, followed by dissemination.
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APPLICATION SUBMISSION 
The Application must be submitted electronically through the dedicated on-line form available on ICAR website 
WWW.ICAR2025.IT The Call for Reasearch 2025-2026 will also be published on the SIMIT website WWW.SIMIT.ORG  
(deadline for submission October 31, 2025).

The whole process of submission and selection of Applications will be carried out in English. All information must be 
submitted in English. Proposals must include all the information requested.  

PROJECT START AND PLAN
The Project coordinator will be responsible for managing the delivery of the project activities, intellectual property rights 
and decision-making, and avoiding disputes that could compromise the completion of the project. The coordinator is re-
sponsible for sending to ICAR-SIMIT Governing Board an agreement signed by all partners, before project start date. 

On behalf of all participating project partners, each project coordinator shall submit to ICAR-SIMIT Governing Board a preli-
minary scientific progress report after six months and a final one at the end of the project duration, April 2027. The reports 
will state scientific progress, goals that have been met and corrective measures in the event that the project plan has not 
been executed completely.  In addition, the project coordinator will be asked to present the project results at ICAR Annual 
Conference and to coordinate the final publication.


